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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, § 1.97 and § 1.98, the documents listed on the 
accompanying form PTO-1449 are called to the attention of the Examiner for the above patent 
application. 

Citation of these documents shall not be construed as: 

1 . an admission that the documents are necessarily prior art with respect to the 
instant invention; 

2. a representation that a search has been made, other than as described above; or 

3. an admission that the information cited herein is, or is considered to be, 
material to patentability as defined in § 1.56(b). 

These documents include documents that were cited in patent(s) and/or patent 

application(s) related to the present patent application. 
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I have enclosed a firm check in the amount of $180.00. If the fee has been calculated 
incorrectly, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any insufficiency of payment of 
the following fees associated with this communication, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit 
Account No. 23-2426 (40532-P022US) in the name of Winstead Sechrest & Minick P.C. A 
duplicate copy of this transmittal letter is enclosed. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence (along with any item referred to as being 
enclosed herewith) is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient 
postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on December 15, 2003. 



Michael P. Adams 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Reg. No. 34,763 
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